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insight C. MERVYN MAXWELL Department of Church History, Andrews University Berrien Springs, Michigan 
TWENTY 
EIGHT 
Q. The Tilton decision has fi-
nally declared that church-re-
lated colleges may legally accept 
government funds for "secular" 
buildings like science halls and 
libraries. Is Andrews Univer-
sity, where you teach, going 
to follow other church-related 
schools and claim to have secu-
lar courses in secular buildings? 
A. In "America" for September 
18, 1971, President McInnes, of 
Fairfield University in Connecti-
cut, one of the institutions di-
rectly linked to the Tilton case, 
argues that Tilton was a tremen-
dous victory, and that it taught 
a great lesson: To get maximum 
aid Catholic educators must 
show the public that "there is a 
basic difference between a 
school and a church." The pri-
mary purpose of a church is 
"salvation," but of a school is 
"learning." 
In contrast, at a faculty retreat 
I recently attended, the philoso-
phy of one of the founders of 
Andrews University was a key-
note: "In the highest sense, the 
work of education and the work 
of redemption are one"—"to 
restore in man the image of his 
Maker, . . . to promote the de-
velopment of body, mind, and 
soul, that the divine purpose in 
his creation might be realized." 
—Ellen G. White, "Education," 
pp. 30, 15, 16. 
No. we are not about to claim 
a merely secular purpose for 
any of our buildings, no matter 
what it costs us in Government 
aid. 
Q. You often quote the Bible 
when answering people's ques-
tions. Can you help me with 
this problem? In the New Tes-
tament the apostle Paul says 
that the Roman Empire was 
a government "ordained by 
God," but the apostle John calls 
it a "dragon," a name he also  
applies to the devil. If the Bible 
is inspired, as some people 
claim, how can it say such op-
posite things about the same 
nation? 
A. The explanation is quite sim-
ple. In Romans 13 Paul is talk-
ing about the God-given au-
thority vested in governments 
to maintain peace and to pun-
ish crime—"to execute [God's] 
wrath upon him that doeth 
evil" (verse 4). In Revelation 
however, John sees a good gov-
ernment in a bad mood. When 
Rome misused its God-given 
authority so far as to kill Jesus 
("the man child" of Revelation 
12:4, 5) and to persecute the 
church ("the woman" of Reve-
lation 12:13-17), he appropri-
ately styled it a dragon! 
Q. I have been reading about 
large companies whose found-
ers paid tithe and became 
highly successful. Now, I know 
a widow who pays a faithful 
tithe yet remains very poor. She 
believes in the Bible to the point 
of keeping the seventh-day Sab-
bath you often refer to. Why 
are tithepayers who ignore the 
Sabbath so greatly blessed, and 
other tithepayers who keep the 
Sabbath not? Or should com-
parisons of this type be drawn? 
A. Jesus kept the Sabbath (Luke 
4), and He undoubtedly paid 
tithe, yet He was so poor He 
once said that He had nowhere 
even to lay His head. Your 
widow is in good company! 
I believe God honors people 
who live up to the light they 
have. The honest Sundaykeeper 
is blessed by God even though 
God would much rather have 
him "remember the sabbath day 
[Saturday], to keep it holy" 
(Exodus 20:8-11). "To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth 
it not, to HIM it is sin" (James 
4:17). 
Malachi 3:8-11, the tithepay-
er's passage, does not specifi-
cally promise wealth. It guar-
antees something better: God's 
blessing. "Bring the tithes into 
the treasury.... And see if I do 
not open windows in the sky 
and pour a blessing on you"! 
(N.E.B.).* 
Affluence can be a blessing 
obviously—yet isn't poverty a 
blessing when it causes a person 
to lean harder on God? Even 
sickness can be a blessing, can't 
it, if it brings a man to God after 
good health, which seemed for 
a time to be a blessing, led him 
to business excess? Tithe paying 
symbolizes trust in our heavenly 
Father, who responds by giving 
us whatever blessing He knows 
is best fitted for our good. 
By the way, I know some 
tithe - paying Sabbathkeepers 
who are millionaires! 
Q. I am convinced that Jesus 
changed the day of worship for 
Christians from Saturday to Sun-
day because after the resurrec-
tion He always met with His dis-
ciples on the first day of the 
week. 
A. Have you ever tested the ac-
curacy of this statement? 
Do you remember that after 
His resurrection Jesus was seen 
on earth for forty days (Acts 
1:3), and that ten more days 
elapsed thereafter before the 
day of Pentecost arrived? 
Ten days before Pentecost 
Sunday cannot have been a Sun-
day, can it? It must have been 
either a Thursday or a Friday. 
Jesus met His disciples, 
blessed them, and charged 
them with the great commission 
on a Thursday or a Friday. 
Does this make Thursday or 
Friday the Christian Sabbath? 
* From The New English Bible. © The Dele-
gates of the Oxford University Press and the 
Syndics of the Cambridge University Press 
1970. Reprinted by permission. 
